THE EPISTLES.                            309
had conducted Dion on his way, together with a sum of money which Dionysius had ordered to be given to him for his expenses, which he returns to the tyrant with much contempt. The spirit of it and the sentiments are not amiss; and yet it is not very consistent with the indignation which Dion must have felt, and with the suddenness of the occasion, to end his letter with three scraps of poetry, though never so well applied. To say the truth, I much doubt of this epistle, and the more so, as it contradicts a fact in Plutarch, who assures us, that at the same time when Dion was hurried away, his friends were permitted to load two ships with his wealth and furniture, and to transport them to him in Peloponnesus, besides which l his revenues were regularly remitted to him, till Plato went into Sicily for the last time, which was at least six years after.
EPISTLE II.    To DIONYSIUS.   01. 105. 1. Plat. Op. Scrrani, Yol. 3. p, 310.
This epistle appears to have been written soon after Plato's return2 from his third voyage to Syracuse, and the interview which he had with Dion at the olympick games, which he himself mentions, Epist. 7. p. 350. and in this place also. Archcdomus, who brought the letter from Dionysius, and returned with this answer,
1  Ou TroXw xPovov SiaXiTru*', &c. Plato, Ep. 7. p. 345.
2  Tlio reasons for placing tlio voyages of Plato so, early, and Dion's banishment so different from the chronology of Diodorus, will appear in tlio observations on Plato's seventh, epistle.